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Claims Nos.: 1-7 



Claims 1-7 attempt to define the subject matter of the claimed invention 
in terms of a result to be achieved, claims 1-3 in particular give no 
structural features of the claimed compounds AT ALL, but rather define 
them in terms of their anti -estrogenic effects and low estrogenic 
activity. Claims 4-7 further specify two very trivial structural 
features, namely the estra-l,3,5(10)-triene structure and the 17-desoxy 
derivative thereof. These per se are well known structural features and 
give no distinction of the claimed subject matter over the state of the 
art, consequently the (allegedly) distinguishing feature of each of these 
claims is their function as anti -estrogens with low estrogenic activity 
as measured by a well known technique. This is also the problem to be 
solved by the claimed compounds (see page 5, lines 10-13 of the 
description). Consequenlty the subject matter of claims 1-7 is entirely 
characterised by a desideratum, i.e. the distinguishing feature of these 
claims over the prior art is simply to state that they must be of such a 
structure that they solve the stated problem. This is a wholly 
unacceptable formulation from the point of view of the clarity of the 
claims according to Article 6 PCT, since the skilled person is given no 
hint whatsoever in these claims as to the technical means needed to solve 
the stated problem and also, for the same reason, from the standpoint of 
sufficiency of disclosure of these claims (Article 5 PCT), since the 
skilled person is at a loss as to which compounds to synthesise with any 
expectation of solving the problem. Consequently these claims are so 
unclear under Article 6 PCT and insufficiently disclosed (Article 5 PCT), 
that it is not possible to carry out a meaningfull search thereon 
according to Article 17(2) (a) (ii) and (2)(b) PCT. Consequently these 
claims are not mentioned anywhere in the search report or in the 
non-unity motivation. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. Claims: 8-10,14,23-36,41 (in part) 15,16 (in full) 

Estra-l,3,5(10)-triene compounds with a cyclic substituent 
bound, optionally via a linker group, to position 17 of the 
steroid skeleton via a doubly bonded carbon or nitrogen 
atom, medical uses and pharmaceutical compositions thereof. 



2. Claims: 8,14,23-36,41 (in part) 

Estra-l,3,5(10)-triene compounds with a linear hydrocarbon 
substituent interrupted by at least one -0-, -S-- or -NR- 
moiety and bound, optionally via a linker group,, to position 
17 of the steroid skeleton via a doubly bonded carbon or 
nitrogen atom, medical uses and pharmaceutical compositions 
thereof. 



3. Claims: 8-10,23-36,41 (in part) 17-19 (in full) 

Estra-l,3,5(10) -triene compounds substituted in position 11 
by a doubly bound carbon or nitrogen atom, medical uses and 
pharmaceutical compositions thereof. 



4. Claims: 11,20,23-36,41 (in part) 12,13,21,22 (in full) 

17-Desoxy-estra-l,3,5(10)-triene compounds with a cyclic 
substituent bound, optionally via a linker group, to 
position 17 of the steroid skeleton via a singly bonded 
carbon atom, medical uses and pharmaceutical compositions 
thereof. 



5. Claims: 11,20,23-36,41 (in part) 

17-Desoxy-estra-l,3,5(10)-triene compounds with a linear 
hydrocarbon substiutuent, interrupted by at least one -0-, 
-S-, or -NR- moiety, bound to position 17 of the steroid 
skeleton via a singly bonded carbon atom, medical uses and 
pharmaceutical compositions thereof. 



6. Claims: 37,38 (in full) 

The treatment of estrogen dependent disorders using 
pregna-l,3,5(10)-trien-3-ol-20-one or the hydrazone thereof 



7. Claim : 39 (in full) 

A method for transdermal delivery of estra-1, 3, 5(10) -triene 
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steroids. 

8. Claim : 40 (in full) 

A process for the production of 7.alpha.-methyl-estrone. 
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